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f dence, as to the Argument 
of it, upon that which was preach- 
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therefore I publiſh it alone by it 
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and altogether groundleſs Reports 
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Eternal Salvation che only End and De- 
— 
Marr. XIX. xvi. 

And behold one came and ſaid unto him, Good Ma- 
flor, -——* 7" Wai I do, —_— 


r AS 2 
Ground-work for what I ſhould think proper to 


draw from the whole Story, of which my Text 
is the Beginning, I noted unto you, that the Per- 
ſon who put this Queſtion to our bleſſed Saviour, 
was 2 young Man, a rich Man, and that he came at firft 
with a fincete Defign to be informed: Which having 
premiſed, the firt Obſervation which 1 drew from the 
Text was this: 

That even in the time of Youth, Health and Proſpe- 
rity, we ought to be very careful, and much concerned 
about our eternal Salvation. And having briefly re- 
peated what before I had more largely diſcourſed upon 
this Point (with a Repetition of which I will not trou- 
ble the Reader) I come now to a Second Obſervation 
from the Words which is this : 

That the only End and Defign which each Man ought 
to propoſe to himſclf in his Religion, is the attainment 
of Everlafting Life, or Eternal Salvation, as we uſually 
expreſs it : Which 1 intend in this Diſcourſe to handle. 

At the time of our Saviour's being upon the Earth , 
the Jewiſh Church was divided into two grand Parties: 
3 the Phariſces and the Sadducees : And by the 
A 2 | Circuit 
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Circumſtances of the Story, it is more than 
that this young 
Fame time alſo. the Jewiſh Doctors gave themſelves a 
Liberty of advancing diverſe Opinions, and introducing 
ſeveral Practices, under the Name of Traditions, that 
were not warranted by the Word of God. Now the 
young Man in my Text does not defire to be inſtructed 
how he may diſpute with Learning or Subtilty upon the 
ſeveral Controverſies which then were very 

debated, or how he might confound or get the Victory 
over the oppoſite Party when at any time he ſhould en- 


gage in Diſputation with them: No! His Salvation was 


what alone poſſeſt his Thoughts; nor did he on this 
Occaſion ſet a Value upon any thing that did not con- 
duce unto it: And coming — our bleſſed Lord as to a 
Guide in Religion; all the Queſtions that could on that 
account be put unto him, he thought to be ſufficiently 
compreh under this one, What good thing ſhall I de 
that I may have eternal life? And in like manner the Jay- 
lor at Philippi, being fully convinced by the miraculous 

uake , which ſhook the Foundations and opened 
all the Doors of. the Priſon, that Paul and Silas were the 
true Servants and Meſſengers of God; he had no other 


Queſtion to put to them but this one, to the very ſame 7 


Purpoſe with my Text ; Sirs, what muſt Ido to be ſaved? 
Acts 16. 30. 

If there be a Neceſſity of any Proof in a Matter that 
of it ſelf ſeems ſo very plain; For the better Confirma- 
tion of this Point, we may have recourſe to the Two fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. 


Firſt, That this, and none other, is the main End 


and grand Motive that is propoſed to us by God him- 
ſelf. 


What God is pleaſed to lay before us as the End and 


Deſign of our embracing Religion , ought accordingly 
to be received and entertained by us. Let us then have 


recourſe to the Holy Scriptures, and there enquire with 


what Deſign our Saviour came to teach Religion, and 


with what View we are required to embrace it. 


Whereas 


Man was one of the Phariſees. At the 
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- Whereas Mankind partly by their original Corruption, 
and more by their actual Tranſgreſſions, were become 
Children of Wrath, and unqualified for that Eternal Hap- 
pineſs for which they were at firſt created; the very Bu- 
ſineſs of our Saviour into the World was to ſhew and 
bring them back into the way of Salvation, or to ſave \ 
that which was loſt, as he himſelf expreſſes it, Marr. 18. \ 
11. And when he ſends his Apoſtles abroad to preach | 
the Goſpel, this is the only Motive that he gives them { 
whereby to bring Men over to embrace it: He that be- 4 
lieveth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth 
not ſhall be damned, Mark 16. 16. And to the fame 
Purpoſe he tells us, John 3. 16. That God ſo loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son: For what End 
and Purpoſe 2 Why, as it immediately follows, Thar 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. And in the Prayer which he makes' unto 
his heavenly Father, he has left it upon Record for our 
Support and Comfort, that he had the power to give eter- 
nal life to as many as God had given him, John 17. 2. 
Many more Paſſages of holy Scripture might be ad- 
ded to theſe, if in ſo plain a Caſe there were any Ne- 
ceſſity for it; but inſtcad thereof I proceed to a ſecond 
Conſideration whereby this ſame Point is eſtabliſhed; 
and that is, 5 
That the Proſpect of eternal Salvation is the only thing 
ſufficient to encourage and ſupport a good Man under 
all the Difficulties which a religious courſe of Life may. 
and often does in this World, expoſe him to. i 
In every Work which a prudent Man undertakes, the 7 
End he propoſes to himſelt ought always to counter-ba- .. 
15 


lance whatever Trouble or Di may probably be : 

foreſeen or apprehended to be in the Work it ſelf. Now ö | 
in the ſtrict Profeſſion and Practice of Religion, there + 
are many Difficulties and Hardſhips very often to be 4 
encountred : We muſt ſtrive and ſtruggle with our un- by 


ruly Luſts and Paſſions, arm our ſelves againſt all the 
alluring Temptations of the World and wicked Men, 
deſpiſe the Danger that often threatgns. and bear with 


Pa- 
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Patience the Evil which ſometimes falls upon a Man for 
the doing of his Duty: We muſt continually watch 
ge; r 
ces of Satan; and, to ſay all in one Word, we muſt be 
_ lay down even Life it ſelf, if God ſhould call 
it, for the fake of our Duty and a good Con- 
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that can ſupport a Man's Mind, and bear him up with 
Courage againſt all theſe Things that are ſo uneaſy, and 
ſome of them even terrible to our very Nature? Ho- 
nour and Credit, Health, Wealth and Proſperity are 
ſometimes indeed in this World a Part of the Reward of 
Virtue and Piety: But theſe and all other Things on this 
fide the Grave are very uncertain: Or if they were not 
ſo; yet how can any bare Temporal Thing whatſoever 
be a ſufficient Motive to any Man to lay down his Life 
even in the beſt Cauſe ; when he knows that Death muſt 
wholly deprive him of what is ſo propoſed to him as a 


Reward ? 
But if once a Man becomes poſſeſs'd with this 
Truth, that there really is ſuch a Thing as Eternal Hap- 


pineſs, and that Religion is the ſure and only way to ob- 
rain it; This will make him deſpiſe all Difficulties that 


give him Oppoſition in his Paſſage to it; Let Troubles 


and Perſecutions fall never ſo heavy upon him; yetif it 
be for the fake of God and a good Conſcience, worry 


That the eng of 
te be compared 


ie 


Def opens that 1 
| to hi 


Now what View, Proſpect, or Conſideration is there 


And thus from theſe Two Conſiderations, I think it 


p__—_ or at leaſt onght to 


is at any time 
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ſet before us: And this is the only Confideration that 
can effectually ſupport us under all the H and 


Difficulties which our Duty obliges us to bear or en- 
_ counter. 


And indeed the Truth of this Obſervation is ſo very 
certain and evident, that no Man who has a Senſe of any 


Religion whatſoever, will dare to deny it, if the Queſti- 


on be put home to him. Ask a Proteſtant or Papiſt, or 
any Man who profeſſes to ſerve and fear God, kr what 
End he ſo does; and he will tell you that it is becauſe 


be hopes to be thereby everlaſtingly ſaved. And aſk 


him farther whether he would continue in that Profeſſi- 
on of which he is, if he did not believe that he ſhall be 
ſaved in and by it; and he will readily tell you he would 
not : Both which together are as plain an Acknowledg- 
ment as well can be, e 

propoſe in his Religion, is 
Which was the Obſervation 
— —— 

From this Doctrine, thus eſtabliſned, ſeveral men- 


ces of great Moment and Importance may very clearly 


be drawn. 


As firſt; From hence we may learn what is the only 


View or Deſign with which every Religions Action ought 
to be performed. 

Theſe Actions are of ſeveral Sorts, namely ſome im- 
mediately reſpecting God alone; As Prayer and Praiſe , 
receiving the Holy Communion, and drawing nigh un- 
to him in any of his Ordinances: Others having rela- 


tion to our Neighbour ; as Juſtice, Truth, Mercy, 
; others again moſt immediately terminating 


upon our ſelves, as Temperance, Patience, Mortiftca- 
tion and Self-denial: In a Word, every thing that is 
done in Conformity, and upon a Principle of Obedi- 


ence to any Command of God, is what I mean by a2 


Religions Action. Now when any fuch Action as this 
ed; the anly Reaſon and Motive 
of him that does it, ought to be this and only chis; 
namely that fuch an Action is p!:afing to God, — 
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that he will therefore reward it in the Life to come. 
For fince whatever is the true End and Deſign of the 
whole, ought alſo to be the End and Defign of all and 
every the Parts that make it up; And the whole of 
Religion conſiſts in the aggregate of Religious Actions: 
If the End and Deſign of all Religion be nothing elſe 
but eternal Salvation , as has been already pe 4 
ſhewn; It neceſſarily follows that the ſame ought alſo 


to be the End and Deſign of every particular Religious 


Action. 

But it may be objected, that God himſelf propoſes un- 
to us, another End alſo of Religion, at leaſt in Conjun- 
ction with that of everlaſting Happineſs; I mean our 
Welfare and Proſperity in this World, which he has been 
pleaſed to ſet before us, if not as a certain Reward, yct 


2 probable one however, of true Piety. Thus the wiſe 


Man ſpeaking of Religion under the Name of Wiſdom , 
recommends it unto us by this Confideration , amongſt 
others, that length of days is in her right hand, and in 


her left hand riches and honour, and that her ways are 


ways of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace, Prov. 3. 
16, 17, To the very ſame Purpoſe alſo St. Paul telis 
us, that Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, hating the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is to 
come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. If then a fair and reaſonable Pro- 


ect even of temporal as well as eternal Good is thus 


ſet before us, the more effectually to win us over to the 
Practice of our Duty; why may we not make the fo:- 
mer, 28 well as the latter, in ſome meaſure the End and 
Deſigu of our religious Actions? 

In anſwer hereunto, 1 grant that whatever God has 
thought fit to propoſe or promiſe to us as any ſort of 
Reward for our good Actions; as far as he has ſo pro- 
poſed or promiſed ſuch a thing, ſo far and no farthci we 
may have a View or Reſpect unto it. Now altho' hc- 1s 

ed ſometimes to ſet before us even the good Things 


of this World as a Reward of Virtuc, yet it is not 


with a Deſign that we ſhould at any time make them, 
or any of them, the End at which we aim in any vei- 
| tous 
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tuous Action, but only a Aleans, the more effectually to 
purſue that great End of Salvation, which for ever ought 
to be before us: And however an Action may other- 
wiſe be good in it ſelf, yet if we ſtop at the temporal 
Reward which perhaps attends it, and do not refer even 
that to a farther and better End, the Action it ſelf can 


never be pleaſing or acceptable to God. 


For Example, Honour or Praiſe in the ſight of Man, is 
à part of that temporal Encouragement which God has 
been pleaſed to propoſe to Religion, Prov. 3. 16. And 


if a Man ſo lets his light ſhine before men, that they may 


ſee his good works, and all this is intirely referred to the 
glorifymg of God in order to his own and other Mens 
Salvation, in all this he does no more than what Chriſt 
himſelf commands, and therefore will moſt certainly ac- 
cept of, Marth. 5. 16. But when the Phariſees made 
this the very End of their good Actions, that they might 


be ſeen of Men, and this with no farther or better View, 


our bleſſed Saviour moſt plainly ſtiles them Hypocrites, 
and gives them to underſtand, that they are to expect no 
farther Reward from God, March. 6. 1, &c. A little to 


encourage our Weakneſs, God is pleaſed to allure us 
with a Proſpect even of temporal Things; but that we 


may not ſet our Hearts upon ſuch Trifles, we are often 
put in mind how little regard we ought to have unto 


them in compariſon of the Things that are Eternal. The 


kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs are firſt to be ſought, 
Marth. 6. 33. We muſt nor labour for the meat that pe- 
riſheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting 


lie, John 6.27. This is the one thing needful, Luke 


10. 42. This is that Treaſure, that goodly Pearl, for the 
Purchaſe of which a Man ſhould be ready to part with 
all that he hath, Matth. 13. 44, 45. 

Secondly, From what has been 


5 
ſaid it will follow, that 


when any one attempts to bring another over to the Pro- 


feſſion of the true Religion, it ought to be with this, 
and no other Deſign, namely, That he may promote. 
and put forward the Salvation of his Neighbour, 


B The 
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Ine Phariſees indeed compaſſed Sea and Land to make 
ane Projelyie to their Religion: But ſo far were they 
trom helping him forward hereby in the way to Hea- 
ven, that, on the contrary, they made him twofold 
more the Child of Hell than themſelves, Matth. 23. 15. 
And by the ways that many have taken to make Con- 
verts, or rather Hypocrites, it ſeems to be too too evi- 
dent, that their Deſign has been more to advance and 
ſtrengthen a Party in this World, than to ſave the Souls 
of Men in the next. But if we are in Conſcience bound 
to love our Neighbour with the very ſame ſort and ſince- 
rity of Aﬀection (tho' not the ſame Degree of it) where- 
with we love our ſelves, (Matth. 22. 39.) Then as our 
everlaſting Happineſs ought to be the great and only End 
and Deſign of our own Religion, ſo are we obliged to 
have the ſame thing for our Neighbour alone in our view, 
whenever we endeavour or make any Attempt to conver: 
him from the Error of bis way, Jam. 5. 19, 20. 
And if this plain Truth is once admitted, the Conſe- 
quence will be, that whoſoever at any time argues or 
diſputes in Defence of Religion, is bound to do it with 
all the Calmneſs and Gentleneſs that poſlibly he can. 
Sharpneſs and Anger, Heat and Violence, do common- 
ly raiſe Mens Paſſions, and thereby obftruc their Rea- 
ſon, ſo as to make them much 2 other- 
wiſe they would be of a and ſolid Conviction : 
But Meekneſs and great CUmneſs in the Management 
of a Religious Diſpute, as it is a great Argument of 
Charity, and a true Chriſtian Concern for the Souls of 
Men, ſo does it very much incline an Adverſary with 
Patience and Attention to hearken to whatever is offer- 
<d unto him, and helps to keep him in a right Diſpoſi- 
tion for the reception of every Truth that appears to 
de any way neceſſary, or even profitable, in order to 
his Salvation. And therefore not only they whoſe Pro- 
feſſion and Buſineſs it is to teach Religion, but every 
one alſo, who, upon any Occaſion, appears in the De- 
fence of it, ought for ever to have thoſe remarkable 
Words of St. Paul moſt deeply impreſſed upon his Heart, 
2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. The Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle unto all Men, apt to Teach, Patient ; in Meek- 
neſs obſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God perad- 
venture will give them Repentance to the acknowledging of 
the Truth, &c. Thus did Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, 
himſelf both Teach and Preach the Goſpel whilſt he was 
upon the Earth: The abominable Wickedneſs and Hy- 
pocriſie of the hard-hearted Phariſees he ſometimes in- 
deed rebuked with Sharpneſs, but always with the 
greateſt Gravity and Seriouſneſs: But in all other his 
publick Sermons and private Diſcourſes nothing ap- 
pears but the moſt rational and holy Doctrine delivered 
with all imaginable Temper and Sweetneſs. And no 
doubt but the mighty Progreſs that Chriftianity ſoon 
after made in the World, was in a great meaſure owing 
to the ſame way of Teaching, that was uſed by the 
Apoftles and firſt Preachers of it. But in Proceſs of 
Time, when Men began to mix their Paſſions with their 
Religion; and this Weakneſs of Nature prevailed too 
much even upon many of thoſe who ſtood up in De- 
fence of the Truth; The Conſequence was, that Men 
ſeemed to take Delight in oppoſing one another, and 
often miſtook each other's Meaning; whereby the 
Chriſtian Church came to be ſo rent and divided into 
Sects and Parties, as (without the extraordinary Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God do interpoſe) to give us very 
little hope of its ever being again reſtored to that Union 
which once it ſo happily enjoyed. 

Thirdly, From what has been ſaid it will alſo follow, 
That nothing ought to be received as a part of Religion, 
but what is neceſſary to Salvation. | 

For the better Underſtanding of this Inference, we 
muſt take notice of a plain and rational Diſtinction 
between a Part of Religion, and a Circumſtance of it. 
When any thing is ſo taken into the Body of Religion, 
as to be look'd upon as perpetual and unchangeable ; 


This is what we reckon to be a Part of it. On the - 


contrary; However a thing may by Law or Cuftom 
be ordinarily or conſtantly 1 with any * 
— el: 
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Performance ; yet if the ſame be reputed to be change- 
able and ſeparable from the Performance it ſelf; and may 
by any Authority, leſs than that of God, he according- 
ly ſo changed and ſeparated; ſuch a Thing, whatever it 
may be, with reſpect to Religion, is no more but a Cir- 
eumſtanct and not a Part of it. I know not better how 
to illuſtrate this than by a Similitude drawn from a Man 
and his Garments. All the Vitals and every Limb of a 
Man's Body is a Part of him: Take away his Vitals , 
and you deſtroy his Being; Take away a Limb from 
him, and you Lame or Maim him; Or add a Limbto 
him (if the Thing were poſſible) and you make him 
a Monſter : But as for the Cloaths he wears, they may 
be altered or changed, as the Seaſon of the Year,- the 
Cuftom of the Place, or any other Rule which in 
ſuch Caſes is to be obſerved ſhall direct, without any 
Damage done to the Man himſelf. In like manner; 
To Love God, to Fear, Worſhip and Serve him; To 
be Juſt, True, Peaceable, Humble, Charitable, Sober 
and Temperate ; To be received into the Church by 
Baptiſm, and after that to partake often of the Holy Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; Theſe, I ſay, 
and every other thing which the Law of God himſelf re- 
quires, are always to be reputed as Parts of Religion; 
and, as ſuch, to be perpetual and unalterable. But the 
icular Hour when a Congregation ſhould meet to 
ip God; the Place where they ſhould Aſſemble; 


up their Devotions, and the Pofture of Body which upon 
that occaſion they ſhould obſerve; Theſe and ſuch like 
Things as theſe, as by lawful Authority they are or 


ma 

— Order; ſo being ſubject by the ſame Authority to 
be changed or altered, if there be a juſt Reaſon for it; 
they are ever to be reputed and look d upon in them- 
ſelves not as the Parts of Religion, but as the Modes and 


Circumſtances; or (as I may ſo f. as the Dreſs or 
Garb of it. FRA 


And 


the particular Form of Words in which they ſhould offer 


be appointed and ſetled for the ſake of Decency 


* 
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And this Diſtin&ion being thus premiſed, the Truth 
of the Inference which I have but now laid down, will 
not ſtand in need of very much Proof. For ſince the 
End and Deſign of every part of a Thing ought always 
to be the ſame with that of the Whole, and the true 
deſign of Religion is and ought to be nothing elſe but 
eternal Salvation; It follows, that whatever is unneceſ- 

ſary in order to this End, ought never to be received or 
owned as a Part of Religion. 

Upon this Principle thus eſtabliſhed, even tho' we 
had no other Ground to go upon, we might very juſt- 
ly rejeR a great many of thoſe Inventions which the 
Church of Rome has not only eſtabliſhed within her 
ſelf, but would impoſe upon all others. That Church 
has adopted ſundry Things into the very Body of her 
Religion, and as Parts of it, that never were delivered 
down by Chriſt or his Apoſtles: Such as Praying to 
Saints, Worſhipping of Images, Tranſubſtantiation, 
Worſhipping ot the Hoſt, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
Purgatory, Prayers and Maſſes for the Dead, the Pope's 
Supremacy , and their Church's Infallibility. Theſe 
Things, I fay, they Teach and Practice, as being (all of 
them now) perpetual, and for ever to he kept up in the 
Chriſtian Church; and conſequently with them they are 
no leſs than Parts of Religion. | 

Now altho' we have abundant Arguinents to prove 
all theſe fore-named Particulars to be falſe, and ſome 
of them to be Unlawful and Wicked; yet ſuppoſing 
all this to be Jaid aſide, it were Ground ſufficient for us 
to reject them (even tho' we had no other Objection 
to them, as we have many) that they would impoſe 
them upon us as no leſs than Parts of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. For as nothing is to be received as a Part of 
Religion, but what is neceſſary to Salvation, ſo all 
theſe Things which I have named {even ſuppoſing they 
were Lawful, which they are very far from, yet) are 
manifeſtly at leaſt unneceſſary in order to this End. 
For nothing can be neceſſary to Salvation, but what 
God has commanded; and all his Commands arc, either 

| | Ex- 
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Expreſly, or by Conſequence, contained in the Holy 


Scriptures ; Let them be ſearched then from the begin- 


ning to the ending; and ſo far are they from the leaſt 
Suggeſtion of any of theſe Things, as commanded by 
God; that, on the contrary, they are wholly filent 


concerning them all, except it be that ſome of them 


are therein very manifeſtly forbidden. If we had no 
more then to ſay againſt theſe Innovations of the Roman 


Church (as indeed we have a great deal) yet this alone 


would be Ground enough for us, to Reject them; 
namely, becauſe they would put them upon us as Parts 


of Religion, and yet they are manifeſtly not neceſſary to 


Salvation. 

| But they who diſſent from our eſtabliſhed Church, do 
endeavour to turn this very Argument upon us; and as 
we reject the Impoſitions of the Church of Rome, as for 
divers other Reaſons, ſo for this alſo in particular (which 
even alone would be ſufficient) namely, becauſe they 
are not neceflary to Salvation; ſo do they ſometimes 
alledge, that they have the ſame Ground to refuſe the 
Croſs after Baptiſm, kneeling at the Holy Communion, 
wearing of a Surplice in the Performance of Divine Ser- 
vice, the Uſe of the Ring in Matrimony, and the reft of 


our Ceremonics ; even becauſe it is on both fides confeſ- 


ſed, that theſe things are in their Nature indifferent, and 
tho' not forbidden by God, yet not made neceflary by 
an hoy wy > or Appointment of hus. 
ie inſufficiency of this Argument as levelled a- 
— us, will immediately appear, if it be conſidered, 
that our Church never had the leaſt Thought of impo- 
fing her Ceremonies as Parts of Religion, but only as 
Circumſtances of it, f and things in their Nature alterable 
by the ſame Authority that impoſed them. Now altho' 
it is moſt true, that we ought not to receive any thing 
as 


1 Every 3 or national Church hath ; an 
70 * — and aboliſh Ceremonics or Rites of the 
Church, ordain'd only by Man's Authority, ſo that all 


phings be done to edifying. Art. 34. The 


| 
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as a part of Religion, if it be not neceſſary to Salvation; 
yet it will not in the leaſt follow, but that lawful Autho- 
rity may in many caſes, for Order ſake, and to avoid Con- 
fuſion, preſcribe and determine the Modes and Circum- 


flances (which are things very different from the Parts) of 


it, and that we may be obliged to yield Obedience and be 


conformable to ſuch Determination. 


The Fourth and laſt Inference which I ſhall draw 
from what has been ſaid is this, That all Queſtions and 
Diſputes concerning ſuch things as are no way neceſſary 
to Salvation, ought, as much as is poſſible, to be avoided 
and excluded from Religion. | | 

What vaſt and numberleis Volumes of religious Con- 
troverſies have been publiſhed, even to the Diſturbance 
and Diſtraction of the World? But if all ſuch Writers 
had ſeriouſly put this Queſtion upon every Point which 


they handled, Is this neceſſary to Salvation? and is this 


neceſſary to Salvation? both the Number and Bulk of fuch 
ſort of Books had been brought within a very narrow com- 
paſs. Indeed if Learned Men do ſoberly and peaceably 
debate even ſuch Points as are not perhaps of any great 
Neceſſity, and give no Diſturbance on this account to any 
one, I think they are not at all to be blamed: But if the 


only deſign of Religion, and of every part of it, be no- 


thing elſe but the Salvation of Man, whatever Queſtions 
or Diſputations are of no Importance towards this great 
End, ought not at all to be intermixed with it. 

Hear what St. Paul ſays touching this matter, Titus 3. 8, 
9. This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things 1 will that 


The particular Forms of Divine Worſhip and Ceremonies 


appointed to be uſed therein, being things in their own Na- 


ture ind; „ and alterable, and ſo acknowledged, &c. 
Preface to the Book of Common Prayer. 

The keeping or omitting of a Ceremony, in it ſclf conſider- 
ed, is but 4 ſmall thing; yet the wilful and contemptuons 
Tran ſgreſſion and breaking of a common Order and Diſcipline, 
75 vo [mall Offence before God. Diſcourſe of Ceremonies pre- 
fixed to the Book of Common Prayer in Quarto and _ 


. 8 
be be careful co maintain good works : Theſe things ii | 
d and profitable unto men... That is to fay, Theſe i 
the things which conduce to our Salvation : But 
|; 7 and Genealogies, and Contenteons, a 
Strivings about the Law. But why muſt theſe things 
avoided? Why, becauſe they are wnprofitable and vai 
That is, make nothing towards our Salvation, which WW 
the only true End of Religion. | 
N him again yet farther, 2 Tim. 2. 22, 23. F 
s; but follow righteouſneſs, faith, wy = 


flions avoid, knowing thatl 
firife; a do only hinder a Ma 
Race that is ſet before him. 


antient Poets have a Fable of Atalanta, whom 
they repreſent as a Virgin ſo ſwift of Foot, that no one 
could out-run her. One who undertook to run a Race 
with her, contrived the Matter ſo as to throw a gay go-Y# 
den Apple in her Way, and then a Second, and after that 
2 Third, in the ſame manner; which whiiſt ſhe ſtopt to 
up, the other out-ſtript her, and got the Victory. 
In like manner, the Devil, in order to hinder us in our 
Chriſtian Courſe, not only lays the Temptations of Plea- | 
fure and Profit in our Way; but alſo endeavours to raiſe -? 


. 
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» let us preſs 
high calling of God in Chrift Jeſws.. To which 
of his infinite Mercy bring us all, ec. 
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